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The Prince of Peace was the Father's own Son,
The only Begotten, ere creation begun;
On the face of the'waters the Spirit then moved,
And the union three-fold forever was proved;
In the garden of Eden was nothing but good,
Both spirit and body had abundance of food;
But sad is the thought that this condition should cease,
And man found unworthy of the blessings of peace.
The Prince of Peace was promised to all
Who were subject to death when bruised by the Fall;
That the seed of the woman should enter the sphere,
And the light that was dimmed become shining and clear;
That a Child should be born in Bethlehem Town,
And the city despised be a place of renown;
There the captives of Satan would then find release,
With the angels proclaiming the era of peace.
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The Prince of Peace taught the lessons of love,
With the hope of salvation brought down from above;
How the soul could be cleansed and again be reborn,
And fear not the path of derision and scorn;
He came to His own and the rejection He felt,
But prayed for them when in the garden He knelt;
He plead for them there ere His soul found surcease,
And offered the world the blessings of Peace.
When the Prince of Peace returned to His place,
And the loved ones no more could behold His blest face.
The promise was given by a shining One there,
That He had but gone a place to prepare;
When no longer they viewed that blest vision sublime,
Were told how He'd return in the Father s own time;
His people are waiting for their final release,
When they'll meet in the air ivith the blest Prince of Peace.
—Dayton, Ohio

David

Mohler
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"A Sign Unto You"
"And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye
shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger."—Luke 2:12.
HE corroboration of the angels'- story
was the babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger. We who live
so long after the shepherds cannot expect to
find the same corroboration of the good
news of God's love and grace. At the same
time, there are signs—not entirely out of
relation to that which is spoken of in our
text, which do corroborate our faith in the
angels' story that 'A Saviour which is
Christ the Lord' has been born to us.
1. First there is the sign of the Babe.
This is the sign which so far at least corrobates our faith, that, when God would
exercise saving grace on behalf of the
world of men—He sends a baby. It is a
method of His. He works through men—
and therefore through babies who are the
fathers of men. He revolutionizes human
thought and action: He brings new direction to human affairs: He changes the
character of art, literature, custom, history
in this way.
Who was the old scholar of the Middle
Ages who, contrary to custom, taught his
pupils with no covering for his head?
When,asked the reason, he replied that it
was in honour of the future consuls, poets,
philosophers, masters, whom he was teaching. That old scholar knew what God's
method is.
As a modern writer has said, 'We fancy
that God can only manage His world by
big battalions abroad, when all the while
He is doing it by little babies at home.
When a wrong wants righting, or a truth
wants presenting, or a continent wants
opening, God sends a baby into the world
to do it. That was why, long, long ago,
a babe was born at Bethlehem.'
2. The second sign is the sign of the
manger. This sign draws attention to the
kind of cradles in which the babies who
have meant most for the world have been
laid. They have not, as a rule, been expensive cradles: but rude and rough, akin
to mangers. Such were the cradles of
Martin Luther, John Bunyan, Abraham
Lincoln, David Livingstone,
William
Carey, Robert Burns, to name only a few.
And today men do them reverence because
of what they accomplished.
John Bunyan writes: 'I was of a low and
inconsiderable generation, my father's
house being of that rank that is meanest
and most despised of all families in the
land . . . I never went to school, to Aristotle or Plato, but was brought up in my
father's home in a very mean condition,
among a company of poor countrymen.'
That was the beginning, and here is the
ending. Froude writes of Bunyan's works:

T

'They have for two centuries affected the
spiritual opinions of the English race in
every part of the world, more powerfully
than any book or books except the Bible.'
How shall we explain it? Heredity is
something, but how little! Environment is
something, but how little! Genius has no
ancestry: genius laughs at circumstance.
'The wind bloweth where it listeth.' There
are constant eruptions of the Spirit of God
into the life of the human race—God finds,
or makes new lenses for the light to shine
through. He breathes of His spirit into
human flesh as He did at the first. And
how shall we limit what that breath of the
Spirit can accomplish? Why should God
not say, 'This is my beloved Son in whom
I am well pleased?' Why should not His
eternal light find a lens of the Almighty's
making so that the Light of the world is
made visible?
The manger is not a sign confined to the
first century. But on every occasion when

A Christmas Carol
Christina

Rossctti

In the bleak mid-winter
Frosty wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron,
Water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snaw on snow,
Snow on snow,
In the bleak mid-winter
Long ago.
Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him
Nor earth sustain;
Heaven and earth shall flee away
When He comes to reign;
In the bleak mid-winter
A stable-place sufficed
The Lord God Almighty
Jesus Christ.
Angels and archangels
May have gathered there,
Cherubim and seraphim
Thronged the air;
But only His Mother
In her maiden bliss
Worshipped the Beloved
With a kiss.
What can I give Him,
Poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd
I would bring a lamb,
If I were a Wise Man
I would do my part—
Yet what I can I give Him,
Give my heart.
—The Syracuse Post-Standard '
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we see the sign we are transported to the
first century to a manger where the infant
Redeemer was laid. Today we remember
with thankfulness the grace and love of
God made manifest in one who was born
of a woman and laid in a manger.
3. And the third sign is the sign of the
stable. It was not only mean, but as those
who have slept in an Eastern stable know,
it must have been dirty, unswept, unclean.
We cannot, as the shepherds did, corroborate our faith by seeing the Heavenly
Babe in the Bethlehem stable. But here
is the thought we have in mind:
Were Christ a thousand times in Bethlehem born
But not in thee—then wert thou still forlorn.
Once on a silent night a Child was born
Who brought again what once was lost
and torn.
Could but thy soul, 0 man, become a quiet
night
Christ would be born in thee, and set all
things right.
We cannot see Jesus the Babe born in a
stable—but we can see Him reborn in lives
and hearts that are unclean, that have such
features in them that we should say they
are no places for the dwelling of the Holy
Spirit of God. And that sign is not only
about us. but it is within us.
There lay in Florence, near the Church
of Santa Maria Novella, a huge block of
marble. Sculptor after sculptor tried his
chisel on it, the idea being to make it into
a colossal human figure. All to no purpose except to arouse ridicule. Then came
Michelangelo. He built a house over it,
and, after eighteen months of secret work,
the figure of David was revealed, the majestic figure which today is one of the triumphs of Forentine art.
When God tackles the problem of the
misshapen soul, it is not by chiselling at
it that He brings shapeliness and beauty
to it, but by the rebirth of Christ in it.
There is a day in Spring
When under all the earth the secret germs
Begin to stir and glow before they bud.
The wealth and pomp of mid-summer
Lie in the heart of that inglorious hour
Which no man names with blessing,
though its work
Is blessed by all the world. Such days
there are
In the slow story of the growth of souls.
These are the Nativity days, when Christ is
reborn, and the soul which was and is
still unclean becomes the shrine where
God is.
This is the sign of the stable, and when
it appears, though we might not always
notice it in others, or even in ourselves,
the angels sing Hallelujahs and give glory
r& G o d i n the Highest.^—Expository
Times.
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Where is He That is Born "
Editorial

C

HRISTMAS! The very word flashes into
our minds a mystical, wistful flood of
memories! It has always held a unique
place in the Christian calendar. The most
hallowed human associations often cluster
around the Christmas season. Most sacred
truths of our Christian message find their
fountain-head in the events commemorated
at this time of year. Christmas is truly
a wonderful day to most of us. It has
been so from our earliest recollection. And
God grant that it may contine to cast over
the pathway of each of us some of the
abundance of its variegated, glorious rays
of light.
"So be it when I shall grow old,
Or let me die!"
But what is the Christmas message?
There is an almost infinite variety of messages going out again at this time. A
beautiful custom that has gained increasing
popularity during more recent years, has
been that of sending greeting cards to
friends. The sentiments generally expressed in such greetings are fruitful in fostering a mellow atmosphere of goodwill.
Especially those greetings which are distinctly centered in the story of the Advent
are helpful in the promotion of the real
message of Christmas.
And what is that message? Briefly and
simply it is that God took the form of man
in order to redeem man. That is the proclamation of the prophets. That is the
song of the angel choir. That is the psalm
of the aged Simeon. That is the declaration of the rustic Baptist. That is the
glorious Gospel that has continued to roll
in paeans of joy down across these Christian centuries since the star, the manger,
the angels, the shepherds and the wise men
united in annunciation of the tiny, innocent Babe.
The first Christmas Day, whether in
December or March or September, did indeed mark the coming of Divinity in human flesh. It worked the beginning of
God's final glorious revelation of Himself
to the world. It was the opening of God's
last message. The messages of the prophets
were only fragmentary, and often partially
obscured. But in these last days God has
spoken unto us by His Son from heaven.
Christmas commemorates H i s arrival
among men.
There is much more in the Christmas
message. We have not sufficient space here
to consider all the rich visions of the
prophets concerning this glorious Person.
We m u l confine ourselves briefly to some
of the significant expressions concerning
His mission as uttered directly in connection with His birth.
The angels sang of "Peace on earth."

During the past few years a resurgence of
cynicism regarding this promise has engulfed the world. During the dark days
when the armies of the world were in
mortal struggle, many professed Christians
declared that they could not sing the
Christmas Carols under those circumstances. Sons, husbands, fathers or brothers were in the grim clutches of the monstrous international fratracide. It seemed
to many people a travesty and a hypocrisy
to sing of peace. But they did not have
a proper perspective of God's plan. These
same people now sit by their pleasant
hearth amidst the warmth of reunited families, smugly singing their songs again.
They feel that all is well with their world.
National victory has been gained, and their
idea of peace. And they forget the tragic
heart break of the rest of their fellowmen.
What constitutes "peace" to them spells
tragedy for their fellows. The world is
getting farther from true peace with each
passing generation.
And the reason for this sad fact is the
neglect of men for the other part of the
angel message, "Good will to men." So
long as genuine goodwill is lacking there
can be no peace. Some of the modern
translators render it in this way: "To men
of goodwill." Whichever is the more literal
translation the message is equally suggestive. Christmas is first of all God's expression of His goodwill to His creatures.
Amnesty is offered. Redemption is provided.
Salvation is possible through
Christ's coming. This is the expression of
God's goodwill to men. But in order to
be effective goodwill must be retroactive,
mutually exercised. So God's goodwill be-

Good-Will to Men
Hark! what mean those holy voices,
Sweetly sounding through the skies?
Lo! the angelic host rejoices;
Heavenly hallelujahs
rise.
Listen to the wondrous story,
Which they chant in hymns of
Glory in the highest, glory,
Glory he to God most high!

joy:—

Peace on earth, good-will from heaven,
Reaching far as man is found;
Souls redeemed, and sins forgiven!—
Loud our golden harps shall sound.
Christ is born, the great Anointed;
Heaven and earth his praises sing;
0 receive whom God appointed,
For your Prophet, Priest, dnd King.
Hasten, mortals, to adore Him;
Learn His name, and taste His joy;
Till in heaven ye sing before Him,—
Glory be to God most
high!—Selected.
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comes operative only as there is a response
to His overture. Man's acceptance of the
, simple terms of restoration opens up the
beneficent fountains of heavenly goodwill. And where there is a response of
goodwill to God there will be a concurrent
flow of goodwill to fellowmen.
Another of the prophetic promises particularly noted at the time of His birth,
was that quoted by the chief priests and
scribes in answer to the queries of the wise
men: "Out of thee shall come a Governor,
that shall rule my people Israel." This referred to Bethlehem, the city of David. We
are not here considering the fulfillment of
this phase of the prophecy. True, Jesus
was born in the city of David. What we
want to note is the promise of a Governor.
The fact that Jesus did not literally fulfill
the Messianic expectations of Israel in becoming the Governor, was the chief cause
for the misunderstanding and final rejection of His claims.
But since the other requirements for His
mission were literally fulfilled we have
assurance that this too will be realized.
And not until He becomes Governor in
fact will peace come to earth. The angel's
promise to Mary is yet to be fulfilled: "the
Lord God shall give unto him the throne
of his father David: And he shall reign
over the house of Jacob forever; and of his
kingdom there shall be no end." He is
presently engaged in the sifting of the nations to find a people for His name. The
leveling process referred to by Mary in
her response to her cousin Elizabeth is
going on apace among the adherents to
His kingdom. It is still true that "his
mercy is to them that fear him from generation to generation."
The aged Simeon, coming by the Spirit
into the Temple at the very moment when
Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to fulfill
the ceremonial law, blessed God and said,
"mine eyes have seen thy salvation." Even
he recognized that the greater mission of
this great Son of David included the Gentiles. In the inscrutable wisdom of God
the literal fulfillment of the Messianic
hope as more directly related to Israel nationally has been deferred "until the times
of the Gentiles be fulfilled."
Thus the
whole world has been enabled to see His
salvation.
The time of the further fulfillment of
prophecy is again drawing near. We see
the budding of the fig tree. An air of perplexed expectancy is universally in evidence as it was at the time of His first advent. He may be nearer than we think.
Are we ready to welcome Him? Or will
He again find "no room in the i n n ? " He
will not sleep in the stable this time. But
to those who look for Him will He appear.
May the Christmas season awaken in sincere hearts a new hope for His return to
set at peace the turmoil of the world.

. g.-w 9f.
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"Set for the Fall and Rising"
Clarence Edward

Macartney

"Behold this child is set, for the fall and
rising of many in Israel; and far a sign
which shall be spoken against; that the
thoughts of many hearts may be revealed."
—Luke 2:34-35.
HAVE never read any comment on it, but
I take it for granted that Raphael's great
painting of Jesus and His mother in the
Dresden gallery is an attempt to describe
the thoughts and emotions of the mother
and her child at the presentation in the
temple. Mary, listening to the words of
Simeon, presents, and yet holds back, her
child, and her unfocused eye seems to be
filled with wonder and awe as she sees far
in the distance the strange destiny of the
child who rests in her arms.

I

Simeon had come by the Spirit into the
temple when Joseph and Mary brought Jesus up to present Him. By a revelation
he knew that this child was the Lord's
Christ, and taking Him up in his arms, he
blessed Him. "Behold, this child is set for
the fall and rising again of many in Israel ; and for a sign which shall be spoken
against; Yea, a sword shall pierce through
thy own soul also, that the thoughts of
many hearts may be revealed."
In this statement of the destiny of Jesus
there are three things said of Him—all
of them strikingly illustrated and fulfilled
in the life of Jesus, in the history of His
Church ever since, and in the lives and
hearts of men today. First, that Christ is
to men either a blessing or a condemnation. Second, that His presence, His truth.
His church, will ever create opposition.
And third, that Christ Himself is the revealer of the tho.ughts of the heart.
I. Christ divides between men. It has become a fashion today to eulogize doubt,
and praise doubters as superior minds, and
presumably, superior characters. It is
worthwhile to remember, therefore, that we
have nothing of this in Christ, or in the
Scriptures, and that Christ makes it clear
that the different attitude of men towards
Him is to be accounted for by a difference
in their heart. He told them plainly that
the reason they did not believe in Him and
love Him was because the love of the
Father was not in their heart. They were
not of the truth, therefore, they would not
come unto Him. In the great doctrines of
the Christian faith, the Incarnation, the
Atonement, the Resurrection, the gift of
the Holy Spirit, the present intercession
of the Son of God and His Second Coming
to judge men and angels—in these doctrines, some find only an occasion for
scorn and angry rejection, and others treat
them as impossible and old-wives' tales;
while others again rise upon these granite

foundations of faith to holiness of life and
fellowship with God. They find them to
be not a stumbling block as some do, or
foolishness as others do, but the power of
God and the wisdom of God. How shall
we account for this difference, this contrasting reaction to Christ and His Gospel?
Not in environment; not in training; not
in education, or heredity—for those who
have had the same training, environment,
heredity and education part company in
the presence of Christ, some stumbling
upon Him and falling, others rising
through faith and obedience to nobility
and beauty of life. "The reason," Christ
says, "is a difference in life."
The last scene in the earthly life of
Christ is a tragic demonstration of the way
in which Christ divides among men. It
was a prefiguration, too, of His influence
upon human nature through all the ages.
There He hung between the two thieves,
one of whom reviled Him and cursed Him
and mocked, while the other said, "Remember me when Thou comest into Thy
Kingdom." So Christ is set for the falling
and rising again of many souls, so He divides between men. He is the savor of
death unto death, or to others the savor of
life unto life. It is this fact which gives
an immense earnestness and solemnity to
the preaching of Christ and His Gospel.
No one can hear it without being made
thereby either better or worse. It is the
proclamation of life eternal to them that
believe; the proclamation of death to them
that reject Him.
II. Christ will always be opposed in
the world. "Behold this child is set for a
sign which shall be spoken against." The
angels, when they announced the birth of
Christ, had foretold only His glory and
His triumph. It remained for the devout
Simeon to tell the plain truth that Christ
who had come in the beauty of holiness
and innocence, the incarnation of divine
love and pity and compassion, would be
encompassed by' hatred and enemies at
every step in His earthly career, until at
length the storm of human passion and
anger broke over His head upon the cross.
There are many scenes in the history of
the human race which are of a nature to
undeceive those who will know nothing of
human nature but its original goodness
and excellence. But the one chapter in
the history of humanity which forever refutes such a definition of human nature is
that chapter which relates for us the life
and the death of Jesus Christ. In that
chapter we learn what human nature is
and to what length it will go. This child
is set for a sign which shall be spoken
against. When I recall that some said
He had a devil, others that He was mad.
that men took up stones to stone Him, that

December 16, 1946
they tried to throw Him over a precipice,
that they betrayed Him and mocked Him
and spat upon Him, crowned Him with
tnorns and crucified Him, and reflect that
I share the same nature as those men, then
I come to understand how far the heart
can go in its rebellion against God.
In how striking a manner, the prediction
of Simeon has been fulfilled. Wherever
Christ, His cause, His Church, His Gospel,
His doctrines, His true disciples are, there
Christ will be spoken against. Wherever
He is not spoken against, wherever His
Gospel is not rejected and scorned, but received with polite courtesy or dismissed
with cool indifference, there you can be
sure that it is not Christ who is preached,
and that what was taken to be the Gospel
is "another Gospel which is not another."
The real Christ, the real Gospel, will always be a sign to be spoken against.
It is possible so to preach Christ that He
will not be spoken against. You can leave
out His awful claims to pre-existence,
deity, world dominion and judgment; you
can omit His stern demands upon believers; you can be silent as to the solitary and
exclusive way of righteousness and salvation, by faith in Him alone—all these
things which are repugnant to the natural
mind and heart of man, you can leave out,
but only to discover that Christ so preached is not a sign to be spoken against. St.
Paul tells us in his letter to the Galatians
how men urged him to tone down a little
the terms of redemption, tried to persuade
him to say that although men were saved
by Christ, it was also necessary for them to
observe .certain Jewish laws and rites. But
he said that if he should do that, then
would the "offense of the Gospel" cease.
But what he declared to be the offense of
the Gospel, that the sinner is saved only
by his faith in Christ—that to Paul was
the power of the Gospel, the Gospel of
which he was not ashamed, the Gospel in
which he gloried. Nothing less than this
seems now to be the question before the
Church of Christ. Shall the Gospel, a
stone of stumbling or a rock of rising, a
sign to be spoken against, or a truth to be
embraced with rapture, love and joy, shall
it cease to be the Gospel, good news, and
become merely good advice, meditation,
observation, warning?
III. Christ is the touchstone of human
hearts. "That the thoughts of many hearts
may be revealed." The one great purpose
of our earthly probation is that God might
know our hearts. Not that in His omniscience, He cannot know and see what is in
the heart now, or what the heart will do in
the years to come, but rather, that by the
experiences of life, by the use or abuse of
its opportunities and its dispensations, every man should write a description of his
character. This, we are told was his purpose in his dealings, with Israel. "Thou
(Continued on page five)
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"Emmanuel'
E. E.

Wordsworth

Hebrew word Emmanuel signifies
TandHE"God
with us." It sets forth the nature
character in which Jesus Christ shall
come and be known. He is the Godman,
the Word made flesh. The Name denotes
what He really is, as does the Name Jesus
(Matt. 1:21). It presents to us the work
and mission of Christ and the Divine purpose of the incarnation. If he had not
been Emmanuel—God with us—He could
not have been Jesus, the Saviour. It is
the deepst mystery and the richest mercy
that ever was. By the light of nature we
see God above us; by the light of Law we
see Him as God against us; but by the
glorious light of the Gospel we see Him as
Emmanuel, God with us, in our own nature and meeting man's human needs. He
brings God and man together and the glorious salvation scheme is perfected.
For many centuries God had been preparing the world for the advent of Christ.
The ritualism of the Old Testament was
necessary to make ready the public mind
for Christ's coming. Since the days of
Moses and Aaron it had served a special
design.. Furthermore, Greek culture, Roman imperialism, pagan philosophy and
all the accomplisments of man had to
prove to be futile and inadequate to meet
the moral needs of the race. God bided His
time, but "in due time Christ died for the
ungodly." It was due time historically,
prophetically, morally, and spiritually.
God is always on schedule time.
In a Scripture verse these words are
found, "If Christ had not come." Have
you ever thought' deeply on these words?
Can you imagine the race to-day without
Bethlehem's manger and "The Old Rugged
Cross?" A few years ago a striking Christmas card was published. It bore the name,
"If Christ had not come." It represented
a minister falling into a short sleep in his
study on Christmas morning and dreaming
of a world into which Jesus had never
come. While he dreamed he found himself
looking through his home, but there were
no little stockings in the chimney corner,
no Christmas bells or wreaths of holly, and
no Christ to comfort, gladden and save.
He walked out on the public street, but
there was no church with its spire pointing
to heaven. He came back and sat down in
his library but every book about the Saviour- was gone.
The doorbell rang, and a messenger
asked him to visit a poor, dying mother.
He hastened with the weeping child and as
he reached the home he sat down and said,
"I have something here that will comfort

you." He opened his Bible to look for a
familiar promise, but it ended at Malachi,
and there was no Gospel and no promise
of hope and salvation, and he could only
bow his head and weep with her in bitter
despair.
Two days afterward he stood before her
coffin and conducted the funeral service,
but there was no message of consolation,
no word about a glorious resurrection
morning, no open Heaven, but only,
"Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to
dust," and one long, eternal farewell. He
realized at length that "He had not come,"
and burst into tears weeping in his sorrowful dream.
Suddenly he woke with a start, and a
great shout of joy and praise burst from
his lips as he heard his choir singing in
his church close by:
0 come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
0 come ye, 0 come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him, born the King of
angels,
0 come let us adore Him, Christ, the
Lord.
The Annunciation of the angel was, "Behold, I bring you good Tidings of great
joy, which shall be to all people, for unto
you is born this day in the city of David a
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." How
wonderful to have such a Redeemer! Without Him the world would be in moral midnight and dark heathenism would prevail
universally. The lands of earth would be
unblessed and the curse of sin, like a merciless tyrant, would enslave us all. But
Christ has come to be with man. He is
with us in our trials, temptations, sorrows,
pains, labor and service. He is a God
with us to comfort, enlighten, protect and
defend us. He is with us in life and in
death. He is God with us and in us, and
we with Him and in Him to all eternity.

"God with us" in this world of sin,
This life of weakness and of woe;
His love, His power and strength
With us, wherever we may go,
Since Jesus came to earth to dwell
And be for aye Emmanuel.
No weary days, nor starless nights
No sorrow deep, no trial sore,
But we can feel His presence near,
"God with us," now and evermore;
Since He hath come to earth to dwell
Whose name is still
Emmanuel.
—Unknown.
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Thanks be to God for His unspeakable
, Gift to men!
The Incarnation reveals the infinite love
of Christ The spontaneous, unmerited
love of Christ surpasses all other love. He
had an eternal possession of glory with
the Father, which during His earthly life,
He so far laid aside, or concealed, as to
assume our humanity, live in poverty, be
despised, and at last be crucified. "For ye
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that, though He was rich, yet for your
sakes He became poor, that ye through
His poverty might be rich" (II Cor. 8 : 9 ) .
LJis self-abasement purchased our exaltation. He humbled Himself and suffered
the shameful death of the Cross that our
sins might be forgiven and our hearts
cleansed from inherited depravity.
A Moravian missionary went to the West
Indies to preach to the slaves. He found
it impossible for him to carry out his purpose as long as he bore to them the relation of a mere missionary. They were
driven into the field very early in the
morning, and returned late at night with
scarcely strength enough to roll into their
cabins, and were in no condition to be profited by instruction. They were savage
toward all of the race and rank of their
masters. He determined to reach the slaves
by becoming himself a slave. He was sold,
that he might have the privilege of working by their side, and preaching to them
as he worked with them. Do you suppose
the master or the pastor could have touched the hearts of these miserable slaves as
did that, man who placed himself in their
condition, and went among them, and lived
as they lived, suffered as they suffered,
toiled as they toiled, that he might carry
the Gospel to them? This missionary was
but following the example of the Lord
Jesus Christ, who took on Him the nature
of men, came among them, lived as they
lived, suffered as they suffered, that He
might save people from their sins and
sanctify us with His own Blood. Glorious
Incarnation!—Herald of Holiness.

"Set for the Fall and Rising"

Emmanuel
"They shall call His name Emmanuel
God with us." Matt. 1:23.

(5)

. . .

(Continued from page four)
shalt remember all the way which the Lord
thy God has led thee these forty years in
the wilderness; that He might humble thee
to prove thee, to know what is thine heart,
whether thou wouldst keep His commandments or not."
The life of the heart is the critical thing.
Out of the heart are the issues of life. Not
what goes into a man, but what comes out
of his heart defileth him. If men do not
love Christ, it is because the love of God is
not in their heart. With the heart, man believeth unto life. It is therefore in harmony with this great fact of life that Christ
(Continued on page thirteen)
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"When Jesus Was Born"
Allan

Poole

"Now when Jesus was born" Matt. 2:1
T is never easy to retain our sense of wonder in the presence of marvels ever recurring. The earth's daily revolution, and
the rising and setting of the sun which it
ensures; the nightly flashing of the distant
stars; the tides and currents of the sea;
the silently passing seasons of the year—•
all come to be accepted as a matter of
course, as being part of what is called "the
nature of things." Custom and use thus
close our eyes to those constant miracles
on which we depend for our existence, and
all the blessings which encircle it.
For the same reasons we may miss the
miracle behind all Christmastide rejoicing,
for the Christmas season is a miracle since
it celebrates the anniversary of a new inbreak of God on human life. In a few
hours—or days—the whole world will be
more or less thinking about Jesus Christ.
He will be the living center of universal
interest. The place of His nativity will be
the focal point of the eyes of .the age.
There is the marvel! That is the latest miracle !
The outstanding wonder of the fact is
-seen as'~ soon as one begins to contrast the
world's great men with Jesus Christ. Julius
Caesar, Hannibal, Charlemagne, Napoleon,
are dead and buried, and if their names
are not altogether forgotten, they are nothing more than figures in history. Their influence disappeared almost as soon as they
passed from this earthly scene.
With Christ, everything is different. Like
others, He lived, but, unlike others, His influence grew in strength after His death,
and the passing of time does but add to its
depth and power. Every utterance of His
lips has magnetic attraction for vast multitudes, and every place touched by His
feet is hallowed ground. Two of earth's
spots above all others have arrested and
held the interest of His people for almost
twice a thousand years: Bethlehem—where
His earthly life began, and Calvary—
where He brought it to a close. Others have
passed, but He remains, "the same yesterday and to-day, and forever." Others have
died, but He lives, and His life in Heaven
invests with perennial attraction His birth
of a human mother in the "little town of
Bethlehem,
While mortals slept, and angels kept
Their watch of wondering love."
• # * »

I

"When Jesus was born," a New Life
Was Born. Life had been coming out of
the unseen from the beginning, but not like
His, who was born of woman and the
Spirit of God. The narrative of Matthew
and Luke, in the first chapters of their Gos-

pels, is revealing in its reticence. That
Holy Spirit, who is ever renewing the face
of the earth, who is the primary agent in
physical and spiritual regeneration (Ps.
104:30; John 3:5, 6; Titus 3 : 5 ; I Peter
1:23; John 6:63), overshadowed a modest
maiden for the higher purpose of redemptive grace. He who for centuries had been
the Father of all spirits—angelic and human (Heb. 12:9; Num. 16:22; 27:16) —
clothing the latter with a robe of mortality,
now proceeded to clothe the Eternal son
with a time-vesture, choosing Mary, the
maiden-mother, for that distinction.
Who shall declare that this great marvel
of all time cannot have come to pass?
Who shall set limits to the creative power
of God? It transcends our reason, surpasses our knowledge and baffles our understanding, but it supplies no warrant for
rejection, yea, rather, it is a supreme challenge to faith.
For He whose all-pervasive Spirit controls all those natural processes which
issue in being (even when they are secrets
hidden in mother-earth), whose knowledge
extends to the most intricate working of
the mind where it borders on the glimmering of thought (Ps. 139:2, 15, 16),
who can clothe a spirit with flesh and call
it a "son of man," can just as easily clothe
the Eternal Son with flesh and name Him
Son of God. He who could make the first
Adam without the first Eve could make the
Last Adam apart from a descendant of the
first. To reject that is to limit God's power
of self-revelation through direct, immediate creation.
"When Jesus was born," A New Love
Was Born. That is, if possible, even more
wonderful. The birth of Jesus Christ was
the supreme expression of that love which
lay hidden in the heart of God before the
pendulum of time began to swing. It is
one of those amazing gestures of Divine
Grace which, in their totality constitute
the Gospel. It is the downward swoop of
eternal pity in an effort to gather sinful
men into one vast family. We know that
now, but none but God knew it then.
Before Jesus Christ was born revelation
was incomplete. God spake unto the fathers at sundry times, and in divers manners,
by the Prophets. But their words were
not final. Under the old dispensation God's
glory was unapproachable, and His holiness unattainable. The Divine Presence was
manifest only in signs and symbols. Even
the divinely ordained sacrifices, and the
blood of bulls and goats, were powerless
to take away sins.
The birth of Jesus Christ changed all
that and altered it for the better. The
Word—eternal and co-equal—was made
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flesh and dwelt among men "full of grace
a/id truth." He who possessed equality
with God as a right, rather than as a prize
to be snatched at, took upon Him "the
form of a servant" and became "obedient
unto death, even the death of the Cross."
He was God's unspeakable gift—to be expressed in no other way. The measure of
the gift is the measure of the eternal love.
"God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son." Thus Jesus Christ,
whose delight was in the will of God and
with the sons of men (Ps. 4 0 : 8 ; Prov. 8:
31)—discharged the obligation which the
Epistle to the Hebrews declared to rest
upon Him (chap. 2 : 1 7 ) . In Him "Love
Divine, all loves excelling," became embodied, expressive, vocal. It is only transfigured all human relationship to God, it
placed in full radiance all the road of life
and all the rigors of the road. As John
Oxenham has it:—
Life and death and all that lies
In between, love sanctifies.
» » » »
"When Jesus was born," A New Liberty
Was Born. How wide the range of that
freedom was does not appear at first
glance. It is only as the Master's message
—in the full range of it—is pondered that
the wider aspects of liberation emerge.
Just as high peaks stand out in clear and
bold relief before the rising or setting sun,
so, in the light of His life and love, Jesus
Christ stands before the ages as the only
universal Liberator. From the bigotry of
caste, from bondage to tradition, and the
entanglements of custom, from all forms
of fear and the slavery and corruption of
sin, from the terror of death and the final
issues of judgment, Jesus alone offers deliverance.
As the Son of God, He knows God, and
all that God requires from man. As the
Son of Man, He knows man, and all that
man needs from God. From
Bethlehem
onward to the Cross He is seen to bring
to sinful, repentant, believing men all that
God is, while He offers to God on mans
behalf and all that man ought to be. When
that is understood, accepted, and rested on,
a full release follows. Paul's rich phrase
sets forth what happens. "We have redemption through His Blood, the forgiveness cf sins, according to the riches of His
grace." It is more than an amnesty of compassion. It is release through ransom. It
is more than clemency extended to a rebel
condemned on a capital charge. It is even
more than the enjoyment of freedom from
the prison of sin and the peril of death. It
is restoration to the Divine favor. It is
access to the throne-room of the King. It
is to receive the adoption of sonship. It is
translation from the time-sphere to the
eternal—where time ceases—where space
fails to seperate—where evil powers are
no longer harmful, whre life and death are
(Continued on page twelve)
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"God... Hath... Spoken "
Seth C. Rees
"God who at sundry times in divers
manners spake in time past, unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days
spoken unto us by his Son." Heb. 1:1-2.
REATER than any of the seven wonders
of the world is the wonder that Cod,
the eternal Proprietor of the universe,
wculd speak to man. When I attempt to
survey the difference between the holiness
and highness of God and the sinfulness
and corruption of man, I am amazed beyond measure that God should recognize
man in any way, much less, to allow him
to come on speaking terms with the Most
High. It is the wonder of wonders, and
beyond all limit of human reason. "He
spake in time past unto the fathers by the
prophets."
The word, "sundry", means "several" or
"at various times."
God first addressed Adam in his innocence. What a revelation it was! His word
in a single sentence made man monarch
of land, sea, and sky. To Adam, He opened wide the gate into the way everlasting.
Second, God spake to Adam as a sinner
and an exile; giving him the first word of
promise,'* and the first ray of-light and
hope. To the serpent, He said, "The seed
of the woman shall bruise thy head."
Third, He spoke to Cain and said,
"Where is Abel, thy brother?" That
searching question went crashing through
his soul as it did to Adam when He said,
"Where art t h o u ? "
Fourth, If you want to know what a
startling revelation He made to Enoch, read
Jude, verses fourteen and fifteen.
Fifth, He spoke to Noah of the only
way and safe voyage to the new world.
Sixth, He addressed Abraham and told
him to get out of his native land and from
his own people and promised to bless his
seed forever.
He addressed Himself to Moses and
called him out of Pharaoh's court and
away from the wealth and splendors of
Egypt to a sad, weary journey in a wilderness country. He called little Samuel in
the night as he lay on his cot. He called
Elisha from the oxen and the plow. He
called David from following the sheep.
He spoke in various ways. To many
of these, He spake in an audible voice.
Sometimes He spoke by an angel, as to
Lot, 'Daniel, Peter, and Paul. Oh, what
messages angels have brought to this
world! Remember, when you count an audience, you do not number all the living
persons pre3ent. I know when I am preaching that I have more listeners than I can

G

see. Let me ever preach as in the presence of angels; for they are here.
There is no solitude on earth where we
may not have unseen companionship of
living beings that think, and feel, and
work mightily for, or against us. These
messengers from on high have their home
in some far, distant world, but they have
taken part in some of the greatest events
cf this earth and yet have stooped to the
most common things in life. Again and
again, they have defeated great armies and
arrested the blackness and darkness of
pestilence. If this nation would put on
sack cloth, lower every flag to half-mast,
close every blind tiger, theater, and dance
hall, open wide every church; and, if the
people, great and small, would get on their
knees, crying mightily to God, He would
send an angel to stay this plague of crime
and vice. H e might do it in half an hour.
"He hath in these last days spoken unto
us by His Son." This voice is welcome to
all who want to hear from Heaven. An
angel's visit was glorious especially when
he came in mercy or with a message of
peace. The prophets, as a class, were holy
men of God. When sadness and everthickening gloom was upon the people like
a blanket, there was no prophet; but, infinitely superior to all, in these last days,
God hath spoken unto us by His Son. He
is speaking now by His uncreated equal.
The revelations of Jesus Christ are supremely glorious. His message is not to
Israel only, but to all the world. The
messages of the Old Testament times were
principally, "Thou shalt," or "Thou shalt

»»»»»»»%»»%»%+»»»»»%%»»+»»»»»»»»»»»»»»<

His Unspeakable Gift
God loved the world: God gave His Son.
What more than this could love have
done
To save lost men!
See here the height! The only Son
From highest heaven. The Mighty
The Prince of Peace

One,

See here the depth! To sinful earth
The Lord came down and here had birth.
And lived and died.
Behold the length! Life evermore
For dying souls, a boundless store—
Unending bliss!
Behold the breadth! Whoever will,
Of Mercy's draught may take His
And without price.
Oh, precious Gift! Oh, wondrous love!
Join all below and all above
To sing His praise.
—Unknown.
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not," "Come away," "Get out of thy country," "Escape for thy life"; but the revelation of His Son opens wide the fulness of
God and invites us in to banquet with Him
in all His limitless wealth and resources
through the eternal years.
Notice the two little words, "to us." Let
us make much of the fact that His Son hath
spoken to us. Then emphasize the words
"these last days." First, Adam to Noah
was a day; second, from Noah to Abraham was a day. Third, from Abraham, to
Moses was a day. Fourth, from Moses to
the return from captivity was a day. Fifth,
from the coming from captivity to Christ
was a day. From His first coming to His
return is the sixth day and it is almost
night. The seventh day will be His millennial glory; "a thousand years as one day."
We are living in the last day of opportunity. Our privileges and opportunities
are all-surpassing. Let us awaken to the
fact that the day is far spent, the night is
coming wherein no man can work. The
evening shadows are rapidly lengthening.
Our career in this present day will mark
our rank in the final day to come.
Give attention; embrace at once the
privileges and opportunities of this present time. It can not be long; it may be
soon that the angel will stand with one
foot on the land and the other on the sea
and with stentorian voice announce that
"time shall be no more."—P. H. Advocate.

Good Tidings of Great Joy
The story tells us that Christ Himself
was as poor and an unfamed as the shepherds—yet all Heaven was with Him. No
trumpet-flourish told His coming, no posts
rode swiftly from town to tcwn to announce His Kingship. Earth and its glory
took no notice of One who was laid in a
manger. But far above in the world beyond, where earthly glory hath no praise,
and earth no power, and rank no dignity,
the Child who lived to love and die for
men, was celebrated among the heavenly
host. All the courts of Heaven began to
praise God for the little Child for whom
there was no shelter on earth but a cave in
the rocks.—Stopford A. Brooke.
.1 never felt the full pathos of the scene
of the birth of Jesus till, standing one day
in a room of an old inn in the markettown of Eisleben, in Central Germany, I
was told that on that very spot, four centuries ago, amidst the ncise of a marketday and the bustle of a public-hour-e, the
wife of the poor miner, Hans Luther, who
happened to be there on business, being
surprised like Mary with sudden distress,
brought forth in sorrow and poverty the
child who was to become Martin Luther,
the hero of the Reformation, and the
maker of modern Europe.—/. Stalker
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Announcements
EVANGELISTIC SLATE
Zion, Kans

Dec. 2-22
Evangelist, C. H. Moyer
Chestnut Grove, Ashland, Ohio.—Nov. 24-Dec. 8
Evangelist, Jesse R. Steckley

Dallas Center, Iowa
Dec. 3
Evangelist, Henry Schneider
Valley Chapel, Canton, Ohio
Dec. 1
Evangelist, E. C. Flewelling
Fairview (Englewood) Ohio
Nov. 24-Dec. 15
Evangelist, John Martin
Chambersburg, Pa
Dec. 1
Evangelist, R. I. Witter
Chino, Calif
Dec. 2-8
Evangelist, E. J. Swalro
Cedar Grove, Pa
Nov. 24
Evangelist, Harvey S. Lauver
Chambersburg. Pa
Dec.
Evangelist, R. I. Witter
Mowersville, Pa
Dec. 8-22
Evangelist, H. A. Ginder
Boyle, Canada
Dec. 1-22
Evangelist, John Rosenberry
Springfield, Ohio
Jan. 5-26
Evangelist, Marshall Winger
Mooretown, Mich
Dec. 1-15
Evangelist, G. C. Sheffer
Rosebank, Ont
Dec. —
Evangelist, Monroe Dourte
Pasadena, Calif
Dec. —
Evangelist, E. J. Swalm
Pleasant Hill, Ohio
Jan. 5-26
Evangelist, John Rosenberry

TO PUERTO RICO
Brother William Gibboney left by plane
from Newark, New Jersey, for Puerto Rico
on November 25. He is scheduled for eighteen months' service in the Relief program
there. May God bless him in his service.
SUNNYSIDE BIBLE SCHOOL
Seventh Annual Prophetic Bible Institute
—Six weeks' course from Jan. 6 to Feb. 14.
Edward Fehr, Director. For further information write to Eld. J. J. Engbrecht, Freeman, S. D.

Births
GRANT—On Nov. 18 at the Tillsonburg
Hospital a son James Edward came to bless
the home of Bro. and Sr. John Grant of Tillsonburg, Ontario.
HENSEL—Bro. and Sr. Glen Hensel, Upland,
Calif., became the parents of a son, Bertram
Carl, on Nov. 14. Sr. Hensel is the former
Ilona Green of Oklahoma.
MARTIN—A son, James Arnold, came to
bless the home of Bro. and Sr. Lloyd Martin of
Chambersburg, Penna. on November 13. Sr.
Martin was the former Lois Wenger, daughter
of Bro. and Sr. Laban Wenger, Chambersburg,
Pa., R. R. 2.
MOONEY—A son Larry Lee Mooney to Mi'.
and Mrs. Merion Mooney, R. R. 2, Chambersburg, Pa., on November 15, 1946.

Weddings

BURKHOLDER-EDWARDS—On Friday afternoon, Nov. 22, 1946, a t the home of Eld.
Lewis E. Thomas, Sr. Ella Edwards of Breekenridge, Mich, and Otto Burkholder of Merrill,
Mich., were united in marriage, Eld. Lewis E.
Thomas, officiating.
We pray God's blessing upon them as they
go through life together.
HERSHEY-DERRICK—Before a large group
of friends and relatives, Sr. Ethelda Derrick
and Bro. Paul Hershey were united in marriage in the Upland Brethren in Christ Church
Thursday evening, Oct. 10. Eld. C. R. Heisey
performed the ceremony. Sr. Hershey is the
daughter of Bro. and Sr. Carl Derrick of Detroit, Kans., and Bro. Hershey is the son of
Bro. and Sr. Charles Hershey of Ontario, Calif.
HEISE-GREEN—Reciting their vows before
Eld. C. R. Heisey, Sr. Violet Louise Green and
Bro. Willard Heise were united in marriage
before a gathering of friends and relatives
Friday evening, Nov. 15. The bride is the
daughter of Sr. Sylvia Green, formerly of
Oklahoma but now of Upland, and the bridegroom is the son of Bro. and Sr. Edgar Heise,
who recently came to Upland from Kansas.
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April 13, 1920, and departed this life Nov. 15,
1946 at Ontario, Calif., at the age of 26 years,
6 months and 2 days. Menno, his wife and
daughter Evelyn Joanne met their deaths due
to carbon monoxide gas accumulating from a
gas heater in their tightly closed home.
At the age of nine years Menno accompanied
his parents to Upland, Calif., where he attended the Upland public schools and Beulah College. When at the age of 13 years he confessed
faith in Christ and united with the Mennonite
church at North Pomona, Calif. On August 25,
1940, Menno was united in marriage to Allene
Beare. They shared their married life happily
together and recently expressed the desire t h a t
if one should be taken they might both depart
together. To this union were born two children.
Joanne and Eleanor Louise. Evelyn Joanne
was taken in death with her father and mother, leaving Eleanor Louise as sole survivor of
the immediate family. He also leaves his
mother, Mrs. Alice Horst, of Upland; two
brothers, Melvin H. and Mark E. Horst of Upland; five sisters, Mrs. Harold Bucher, Wisconsin; Mrs. Walter Kurtz, Pa.; Mrs. Lloyd Eason,
Ontario; Mrs. Claude Hostetter, Pa., and Mrs.
Lyle Weaver, Livingston, Calif., and many
other relatives and friends.
The Upland Brethren in Christ Church was
filled to capacity for the funeral services,
which were held on November 21, 1946 a t
2:00 p. m. Officiating ministers: Bishop J. P.
Bontrager, John Leatherman and Sherman
Maust of the Mennonite church, and Alvin C.
Burkholder of the Brethren in Christ. Interment was made in Bellevue cemetery.
HORST—Allene Louise Horst, the daughter
of Bro. George and Sr. Ida Beare was born in
Upland, Calif., on May 8, 1921 and departed
this life November 15, 1945 a t Ontario, Calif.,
at the age of 25 years, 5 months and 7 days.
Allene lost her life together with her husband
and daughter as a result of carbon monoxide
gas.
At the early age of 5 years, Allene accompanied her parents to India. She shared the
missionary spirit with her parents. When 18
years ot age she returned to California and
enrolled as a student at Beulah College.
It was while her parents were home on furlough and living at Hesston, Kansas, that Allene upon her confession of faith in Christ was
baptized and united with the Mennonite
church. After being united in marriage with
Menno L. Horst on August 25, 1940 she became
a devoted wife and mother of two children,
Evelyn Joanne and Eleanor Louise. Her love
for life, frankness and sunny disposition made
her many friends.
As a mother she will be missed by baby
Eleanor, as a daughter by her missionary parents Rev. and Mrs. George Beare of Dhampari,
India, as a grandaughter of Bro. and Sr. B.
P. Swartzendruber of Upland, Calif., and by
many other relatives and friends.
HORST—Evelyn Joanne Horst, the daughter
of the late Menno and Allene Horst, was born
at Upland, Calif., July 12, 1941, and departed
this life Nov. 15, 1946, age 5 years, 4 months
and 3 days. Evelyn was taken in death with
her father and mother.
Evelyn was a loving child: her friendliness
and winsome ways called for admiration from
her Sunday School teachers and those who
knew her. As a small child she expressed her
love for Jesus and faithfully said her prayers
remembering her loved ones by name. From
her lips would come the beautiful choruses
and children's songs she learned to sing in
Sunday School. Truly she was a little rose
bud that God wanted to plant in His garden in
heaven.

KENSINGER—Daniel M. Kensinger, son of
George and Mary Metzker Kensinger was born
at Fredericksburg, Penna., on August 19, 1872
DODSON—On Nov. 16, 1946 Mrs Sara Jane and departed this life at his home in Roaring
Dodson passed front this life to her eternal re- Spring, August 18, 1946, aged 73 years, 11
ward. She was not a member of our church b u : ' months and 30 days. On March 18, 1897 he
a number of her family belong. Her home was was united in marriage with Amanda Kauffalways open to the mission workers; it was man Carper at Woodbury with Eld. Peter
Keagy officiating. He was a member of the
their home when working in Sherman's Valley
She gave liberally of her means and never was Brethren in Christ Church for many years.
happier than when able to attend the house
He is survived by his wife and the following
of God.
children: Geoge D., Grace, wife of Rev. EmShe leaves ten children, sixty grandchildren, mert Frederick, and Carl W. Kensinger all of
forty-eight great-grandchildren. We could not
the Roaring Spring vicinity; Mrs. Mary Mowhelp but praise the Lord as this large group of
ery and Paul D. Kensinger of Bakers Summit
relatives came into the church, for the won- and Arthur D. of Woodbury; also' one brother.
derful influence of the Gospel upon this family. George C. Kensinger, and three sisters, Mrs.
God is able to do any thing.
Nora Zimmerman, Mrs. Albert Carper and Mrs.
Funeral services in charge of Eld. R. K. Edward Gartland. Twelve grandchildren also
survive.
Ebersole and Eld. Herman Miller. Burial in
the Hopewell cemetery.
Funeral services were held in the Brethren
in Christ Church at Martinsburg with Bishop
HORST—Menno Lehman Horst, the son of
C. N. Hostetter, Sr., and Eld. J. Howard
Sr. Alice Horst and the late Bro. Lehman K. Feather in charge. Interment in the Fairview
Horst, was born in Chambersburg, Pa., on Cemetery.
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With the Church
On the Foreign Field

In The Homeland

Medical Work at Sikalongo Mission

Fairview, Englewood, Ohio

"Thou shalt call His Name Jesus, for Ha
shall save His people from their sins."
Matt. 1:21.
What a privilege it is to lift the Name 0;
Jesus to these lost souls. As we look back
over the past year spent at Sikalongo surely
we can say God has been good to us! Tnere
have been many opportunities to speak to
souls about the Name Jesus.
There is great opportunity to sow the
Seed in the medical phase of the work. Ths
past year over 4000 cases have been contacted. One class of people who journey
four to seven days on foot come here to
receive medical aid. They come from the
Zambezi Valley. Before their treatments
they are given a short service. Frequently
there are those who request prayer. God
alone knows the blessings received from
these services.
Among the Zambezi people there is no
medical work. Thus they come here traveling many weary miles with their sores and
sick bodies. The government has been greatly impressed by their people coming here
for help. And they are encouraging the
work for them to go forth.
At the present a V. D. Clinic i s being
erected for the treatment of these people.
Our former dispensary had proved to be
most inadequate to give proper aid and to
meet the demands of the people. A building ha's "now been remodelled and repaired
into two rooms, which serve as our present
dispensary for our local people. The medical
work is growing considerably and the day
is here for a full time nurse to take charge
of this field too. The field and the need is
here! Pray that this need may be met at
Sikalongo Mission.

On Nov. 7 we had the privilege of having
Sr. Rhoda Lenhert with us in our cottage
prayer meeting. There were fifty in attendance. She told of her experience while
in training in Kentucky. She is preparing to
go to the Mission field.
Sunday morning, Nov. 10 we were happy
to have with us Eld. Sylvanus Landis from
Des Moines, Iowa. We enjoyed his message
very much.
On Thursday evening, Nov. 14, Eld. and
Sr. Elmer Eyer were with us. They gave
interesting messages.
Sunday, Nov. 17 was deacon Sunday.
These brethren are Bro. Samuel Cassel and
Leighton Mann. They gave the morning
message and also as a surprise to our ministers, they lifted an offering for them.

The past several months there has been
much malaria, "flu", and pneumonia among
the Europeans and Africans. Several deaths
have resulted from the same in the community.

Dorothy Kniesly
Houghton Mission, Tillsonburg, Ontario
On Sunday evening, Oct. 27 we were happy to have with us The Henderson Trio and
the Markham Young People's Society. Their
program was much appreciated by all which
was shown by the large attendance.
The same evening was the opening service of a two weeks' revival meeting. Bro.
Charles W. Rife served as our evangelist.
God was with us from the beginning and as
His Word went forth the blessed Holy Spirit
was speaking to hearts. A number sought
the Lord and received definite help, among
whom were two precious young people who
were born into God's family and now arv
giving their testimonies in the regular services. We thank God for saving these young
people.
Bro. Rife gave a number of talks especially to the children which resulted in a
number of them bowing at the altar of
prayer and accepting the Lord. These children need our prayers as most of them are
from non-Christian homes.

Mrs. J. E. Hershey

Ruth Steckley
?

A group of Zambezi peopla waiting for the clinic.
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Manheim, Pa.
The ordination of Brother and Sister
Arthur Brubaker to the ministry took place
£>unday morning, October 27, at the Mastersonville Church of Rapho District, Pa.
Bishop Jacob T. Ginder brought the morning message using for his theme: Requisites
for the Minister's Message to Meet Current
Needs.
Requisites for this message as portrayed
by Brother Ginder were: a man who has the
Message; (II Sam. 18:22) a clean vessel.
(Isa. 52:11) The work of the preacher requires: proper equipment, health, finance,
strong intellect, education, good experience,
good sense, fair mindedness, a big heart
filled with the love of God, the mind filled
with the Word of God, the entire being
saturated with the Holy Ghost, and a frequent contact with God in prayer in the holy
place.
Current needs are to make all men see:
(Eph. 3:8 and 9.) (1) their sin and sinfulness, (2) God and His love for the sinner,
(3) Jesus' vicarious suffering and resurrection and (4) the eternal torment of hell and
the eternal glory and joy of Heaven.
The message is the divine message of
God, it is a great message, and it is unique.
Brother Ginder's concluding remarks were
some very practical suggestions from "The
Work of a Preacher" by E. P. Marvin found
elsewhere in the Visitor columns.
John G. Brandt
Mooretown, Michigan
Nov. 7 our group sent forth the Gospel
message in song and sermon over a local
radio station, WMPC at Lapeer, Mich. The
Michigan Brethren in Christ Churches were
also given radio time for a fifteen-minute
transcribed program each Tuesday p. m.
Our group made several recordings to be
used for this purpose. We feel it is indeed
a great privilege to send forth the Gospel in
this way.
Our "Family Night" young people's service was very interesting and we felt it was a
success. Each family or individual prepared
a part of the service, as inspired. The visitors also offered their testimonies. There
were Scripture reading, prayer, solos,
duets, family group songs, inspiring verse,
a chalk talk, recitations and an interesting
reading of the Mooretown Church history,
as recalled by the older members (many of
them now living in other states) and written carefully by the Young People's leader,
Sr. Phyllis Starr. Eld. Joseph Vanderveer
also recalled some interesting facts to be
added to the history in his talk to the group.
Mrs. M. E. Stauffer
Bethel Congregation, Merrill, Michigan
During the recent past we have been visited by several missionaries: Elder Charles
Engle and Sister Leora Yoder from India,
Sister Elizabeth Engle, Elder and Sister
Roy Mann from Africa. All gave us interesting messages which we enjoyed.
Our fall love feast was Oct. 12 and 13.
We had a good attendance.
The parsonage building that we have been
working on all summer is still not completed.
We welcome Gordon and Pauline Schneider and little sons Gene and Gerald, who have
come to live among us.
We regretfully said goodbye to Paul and
Evelyn Hill and little daughter Gloria Ann,
who have left us to make their home in Indiana, Bro. Hill being employed at the -Publishing House.
We have elected the following officers to
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tentive congregation assembled on Sunday.
Grants Pass, Oregon
We had a trio from O. B. S. who gave us
On Sept. 24 Eld. and Sr. Elmer Eyer, mis- several song selections on Wednesday, Nov.
sionaries from Africa were with us. Pic- 27th. The last Saturday night we had the
tures of life in Africa were shown. It was • Sider Quintet from Wainfleet, who inspired
good to see in these pictures many of the us with their rendering of four songs.
missionaries whom we have known and There were three souls at the altar at this
learned to love. May God bless them in their service. The closing services were well atlabors.
tended, and heavy conviction rested on the
Sister Leora Yoder of India spent several people. Some hands were raised for prayer.
days with us. She has given us new inspira- 0. B. S. supplied us with a quartet which
tion through her talk on the medical work assisted with the musical part of the eveCedar Grove, Mifflintown, Pa.
Nov. 3. Bro. Paul Goodling left for Ca- in India. She told us of the plan for a new ning service. Bro. Kanode gave us a good
medical building to be built as soon as exposition of Bible truth. Anybody could
noe Creek to conduct a revival meeting.
Nov. 10. Bish. Jacob H. Bowers and fam- enough bricks can be secured. The children understand the way of salvation and conily were with us in our regular service. He of our Sunday School are very interested in secration. The home ministry assisted in
preached for us a timely sermon reminding helping to supply these bricks and their these meetings, and quite a number of outside people attended. We feel that the
us of our duties in our home congregation. fund for this purpose is steadily growing.
Nov. 24, four representatives of the Gide- Church at Sherkston has had a great SpiritOn the evening of the 18th a few of our
number had gone to the home of Luther on Society were our guests in the morning -oal uplift.
Neff to have a song service and prayer worship service. The tremendous task of
Norman E. Church.
in behalf of Bro. Jacob Cleck who resides supplying Bibles to every child from fifth Spring Grove, Penna.
grade
through
senior
high
school
is
their
there and is unable to go to the services at
Services no longer, in the dance hall! A
present. It was a pleasant surprise and goal for this community this year. God bless
them in their work here.
large group of happy people assembled to
was appreciated.
Our attendance is again on the increase. celebrate the occasion and to dedicate their
Nov. 30. Our yearly council or business The
new officers and teachers are working
little church in Liberty Valley, Penna.,
meeting was held. Our bishop, Luke Keefer in real earnest to hold the interest of the cozy
in an all day service, Sunday, November 10.
was with us, and we trust that the decisions children and our prayer is that many shall
Special singing—solos, duets, quartets,
made were for the glory of God, and the be won into the kingdom.
and choruses,—along with spirited congreadvancement of His cause.
We are much in need of a real revival gational singing, preaching, readings, prayOur revival meetings are now in progress here in our church. Will you pray for us to er, and thanksgiving, featured the program
with Eld. Harvey Lauver in charge. We that end that God will open the way and of the day.
crave an interest in your prayers that as the hearts be opened to receive Him?
Bishop C. N. Hostetter, Jr., member of
Word goes forth it might find room in fruitthe Home Mission Board, delivered the
Beulah Munn
ful soil.
forceful dedicatory message from Isa. 6,
Saxton, Penna.
offered the prayer of dedication.
Ella M. Lauver.
Sat., Oct. 26 we held our fall communion andThe
in Liberty Valley was started
Conoy, Elizabethtown, Pa.
service, it was a time of blessed fellowship. several work
years ago when a minister of the
On October 28, a communion service was We appreciated the ministering brethren.
held at the Conoy Church, Donegal District, Bro. Albert Engle and wife were with us Brethren in Christ Church was asked to
which was the beginning of a two weeks' also quite a number of other preachers. An drive a distance of forty miles to pray for
revival. Rev. John Hostetter of Clarence altar call was given at the close of the serv- a man critically ill with pneumonia. The
Center, New York came to labor with us as ice by our evangelist, Bro. Emmanuel man recovered. Later this same minister
the evangelist. He came with a burden for Rohrer. Two souls came to the altar. It was asked to preach the funeral sermon of a
the church and for those in sin.
was a sad case of divorce and remarriage. young man. The Lord began to deal with
The attendance and interest was good. I fear they went away sorrowful. There certain ones of the community and especialThe teaching came with no uncertain sound were souls at nearly every altar service. ly with the brother of the one deceased.
bringing conviction to those out of fellow- Some prayed through to victory. Holiness This brother owned and operated a dance
ship and those not knowing the Lord which was predominant in nearly every message. hall in this community. He had planned to
have a dance on a certain evening, but beresulted in some twenty souls kneeling at We feel we have reached higher ground.
fore the time arrived, he dreamed he saw
the altar for reclaiming or sanctification
Many personal contacts were made among this same minister walk into his hall and
and a large number to be saved for the first the members and those interested in the
time. We also felt the blessing of the Lord services by Bro. Ebersole and Bro. Roherer. the dance was discontinued. The dream had
such a startling effect upon him that he
in the afternoon prayer meetings.
More than two hundred homes were visitWord was received on November 14 of the ed by the sister workers. Many souls were went to some Christian neighbors and asked
to pray for him. From that time the
arrival of Mr. .and Mrs. David Ray Hoover personally contacted with the gospel mes- them
dance hall was turned into a place for gosin Manila which was five weeks from the sage and prayer. Many tracts and papers pel meetings. This building served as a
were given out. We pray God will give us church for several years but it was not comday they left.
fruit from this work. Some days we were out fortable, especially in the winter.
Anna J. Hilsher
from nine in the morning until after four in
A discarded schoolhouse was purchased
the afternoon. We came home very tired several
Fairland, Cleona, Pa.
months ago for the sum of $525 and
and
hungry
but
felt
it
paid.
In
one
town
Sunday morning, Sept. 22 was the time of
remodeled into a cozy Home Mission Paswe
met
a
number
of
Christians.
The
times
• our Harvest meeting. We were glad to have
torate for the sum of $904.55. Local people
Bish. S. G. Engle with us as the guest. of fellowship that day will long be remem- and friends have contributed liberally until
bered. Some days we would not find more the balance to be paid is only $554.
speaker.
than one Christian home, but it is seldom we
Special revival meetings are to be conBro. Arthur Cooper and family were vis- are refused the privilege of praying with
itors in our evening service, Sept. 29. The them. It saddens our hearts when we think ducted in this new church sometime in DeLord added His blessing as Bro. Cooper that the little Gospel we left in many homes cember by Bro. Henry Landis. Pray for the
brought us the message.
will probably be all they will have until salvation of souls in this place and for Bro.
and Sr. Roy Asper who have charge of this
Sr. Florence Hensel and Sr.. Lula Asper someone goes again.
work.
were the speakers in the missionary service
Nov. 14 Bro. Charles Engle stirred our
of Oct. 16. We rejoice in their response to hearts with his passion for the lost of the
Spring Hope, Penna.
the call of God for special service.
We were pleased to have Sr. Elizabeth
Communion services were held Sunday world.
Nov. 28 Bro. and Sr. Mann gave a mis- Brubaker visiting with us for several weeks.
evening, Oct. 27. We were glad for the
privilege of once more commemorating the sionary message that was much appreciated She ministered in the pulpit during the
by all. We feel we want to pray more and absence of Bish. Oldham who was holding
suffering and death of our Lord.
revival meetings at Hummelstown. She
Our revival services were in progress do more for our missionaries.
S. Iola Dixon
gave a very interesting talk of her call to
from Nov. 3 to Nov. 17. Elder. Walter Bohen
Home Mission work. May the Lord richly
was used of God in bringing precious truths Sherkston, Ontario
from His Word; and we can truly say that
Our Fall revival began on Monday, Nov. bless her as she continues in His service.
Tuesday, Nov. 19. Bro. Charles Engle
the saints have been revived. We are glad 18th and continued until Sunday, Dec. 1st.
for several who sought the Lord, but we The evangelist was Elder Isaac Kanode of came to us with greetings from India. He
long to see many others seek Him, and be- Martinsburg, Penna. The attendance the gave us a very interesting and heart-stirring
come more established in Him.
first week was fair, but a very good and at- talk of the needs of India.
Eva Funk

serve as a Young People's .Program Committee for one year: LeRoy Zook, president;
Velma Thomas, vice president; Beulah
Lyons, secretary; Lloyd French, advisor.
For the remainder of the fall and winter
our Thursday prayer meetings will be held
in the different homes instead of at the
church.
G. French
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Saturday evening, Nov. 23. Bro. and Sr.
Roy Mann gave us a very interesting talk
about Africa. They brought more clearly to
our minds the work our mission stations and
out-schools are doing.
J. K. Oldham
Sunnymeade^ Calif.
Recent efforts of the Church Extension
Board of the Pacific Coast have been directed toward the Sunnymeade community,
thirty miles southeast of Upland, where a
new church is now under construction.
The Sunnymeade work was started over a
decade ago under the sponsorship of the Extension Board and attained its widest influence during the time Eld. and Sr. Elam
Dohner lived in the community as a resident
pastor. Nearly a year ago, however, the
church in which the congregation was holding services was sold, and since that time
the work has been seriously handicapped
due to the lack of a house of worship. Recently a fund was raised by the Sunnymeade group to erect a new church and this,
supplemented by the contributions of the
Pacific Coast church, is being used for the
new structure, which is now nearing completion. Already, however, members of the
Sunnymeade community, under the direction
of Bro. and Sr. Dohner, have been gathering
on Sundays in the unfinished, roofless
church to thank God for their own place of
worship. The community is one which needs
and appreciates Christian service, and with
the help of the Lord it is believed that the
work will again flourish when the new
chapel is completed.
Bro. and Sr. Dohner, although now members of the Beulah College faculty and no
longer living in the Sunnymeade community, are still in charge of the work.
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ernoon session was concerned with evangelism and missions, with Srs. Mabel Frey and
Leora Yoder and Bro. Buckwalter participating. The Young People's session on Sunday afternoon was addressed by Bish.
Swalm on the subject, "Youth's Place in
Evangelism."
A new organization, consisting of young
married couples and others who are interested, has been formed to study and promote
the cause of missions among the Upland
congregation. The group meets each Sunday evening to consider the different phases
of mission work, home and foreign. The
program consists of correspondence with
missionaries, prayer for mission activities,
and studies of the Brethren in Christ mission fields. Amos Buckwalter is directing
the group as chairman.

TESTIMONY
Truly the Lord is gracious to all who
will only trust Him and let Him come into
their hearts. I do thank and praise Jesus
for all He is to me and I do thank Him too
that He is real to my soul and I mean to
keep true until Jesus comes.
I am glad to say I have enjoyed the pleasant summer days and have been quite well.
For this I do thank Jesus.
I do not know what I would do without
Jesus and His little ones to comfort me as
I sit from day to day in my wheel chair.
It is years now that I have sat in the wheel
chair but Jesus is so precious to me and
helps through the times when it has been
hard and suffering. I am glad God led me
to the plain way when Bro. Ulery preached
in tent meetings over twenty-five years ago.
Meetings are just as precious or more so
now although harder for me to get to. I do
thank Jesus for the privelege of being in
Upland, .Galif.
some of the good meetings where Bro. HosTwo of the outstanding events in the tetler was our evangelist.
year-round spiritual program of the Upland
I always enjoy God's children visiting me
church closed simultaneously Sunday evening, Dec. 1, when Bish. E. J. Swalm de- and having prayer with me.
I would love to hear from anyone for it
livered the final message of a two-week
evangelistic campaign and at the same time does help a lot when one is shut in to just
brought to a conclusion the thirty-third an- get a message from someone who loves,
nual Bible Conference which had been in cares and understands.
Let us be watching and waiting for His
session Friday, Saturday, and Sunday.
coming for truly it won't be long.
Since revivals never begin and end on a.
Trust Him, he is ever faithful,
specific date, however, the spirit of the fortTrust Him, for his will is best,
night of intensified spiritual effort is conTrust Him, for in the heart of Jesus,
tinuing undiminished, and although the
Is the only place to rest.
evangelist has moved on to conduct meetFrom a shut in sister in Christ Jesus
ings at Chino and Pasadena churches the
Faith Alice Phillips
Sylvatus, Va.
glow of God's presence is still being felt in
» m 9w i
the Upland congregation.
Bish. Swalm spoke each evening at the China Notes
Brother Clayton Beyler of the China Unit
church to crowds that often filled the auditorium to capacity and re-emphasized the writes: "We have passed the crisis it seems
need for an enlargement of the church and everybody is back at work again. We
building. An intense spirit of conviction and were cut off from the outside world for alself-examination accompanied each service, most a month but today papers and letters
and during the course of the meetings a have come through from Shanghai so we
large number of seekers presented them- think communication lines have been estaselves at the altar for prayer and spiritual blished again. Our relief program will go
ahead about as planned though slowed down
help.
Medical work is a very needy
Bish. Swalm also spoke each morning in considerably.
and one in which we plan to make one
the chapel service at Beulah college where field
the characteristic warm spirit of revival of our biggest contributions."
There are now 27 workers in China and of
pervaded the entire school program. Many
students found Christ as their Saviour and that number ten are medical workers, either
the answer to their spiritual problems dur- nurses or technicians. The unit is planning
to open a medical clinic at Chu-hsien-chen
ing the two-week campaign.
and is negotiating for the rehabilitation of
Theme for the Bible Conference program a small hospital. Dr. Paul Hu, a Chinese
was ''Christ-centered Evangelism," with doctor, has assisted in the M. C. C. rehabilBish. Swalm and Eld. H. W. Buckwalter of itation project and it is hoped that a doctor
Lifeline Gospel Mission, San Francisco, as from America will be available to head up
guest speakers. The Friday session was the China medical project in the near fucentered on the general topic of "Evange- ture.
lism and the Present World Order," while
the Saturday theme was "Evangelism and Condition in Germany
Present Day Methods." The Saturday aft"In school the malnutrition leads the chil-
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dren to fatigue quickly. The teachers complain that pupils lose their ability to concent r a t e even with short lessons. . . Anemia has
made a sharp increase. The skin of a large
portion of the children is flabby and pale. . .
Especially the refugee children suffer anemia. Also startling are the many highly
nervous children." These are the words of
Dr. Druhlem in a report of CRALOG operations in Land Greater Hesse submitted to
us by Robert S. Kreider.
Bro. Kreider states that "the misery
among the refugees is so general that practically every refugee has to be cared for. . .
Supplies are absolutely insufficient for all
the persons requesting help. . . It is depressing to refuse help again and again because
w§,just do not possess the means. One example speaks for itself: The Deanery Herborn has received 19 sacks of flour. With
these 19 sacks we have to help 34,227 persons. This is impossible. Therefore, we
have to select only those cases where the
need is most urgent. The community, for
example, must assist 100 children of severely endangered health condition. But living
in the same community are 50 old people
who are sick and who are in danger of starvation without additional food. Who should
receive the first help ?" . . .
"Among the everyday difficulties of administering a district relief program are:
the lack of office paper (Again and again
there is not enough paper so that important
work must be delayed). . . the lack of gasoline and motor transportation (Places of
need must be visited and program personally supervised.) . . . the need for typewriters (The most urgent mail cannot be answered because, for example, the district office has only one typewriter."
"But it is not necessary to speak about all
of these difficulties of the daily life. They
cannot make us lose consideration for the
essential parts of our work. In spite of the
huge extent of the need we cannot forget
that the material need is not the most essential, that the spiriual need is much more
severe and cannot be overcome easily. . . We
cooperate on this material-spiritual problem
not to gain people for any political or confessional attitude, but in the knowledge that
the only way for the solution of this problem is 'the Christian-social d e e d ' " . . .
Conditions in Belgium
There are still instances where people are
killed by the land mines as they walk
through the fields or forest writes Cleo
Mann, director of the relief unit in Belgium.
He reports that the Rocherath community
lost 3,700 cattle and horses during the war
period. Many animals died in the barns because the people were unable to feed or
water them while the conflict was on. The
people are attempting to rebuild their homes
and many have patched the corners and
windows of their homes with blankets and
other temporary material to keep away
from the cold and rain.
Bro. Mann writes, "We often wish that
our people back home who have given so
much time and effort to preparing these
things to be sent to Europe, might have the
privilege of handing them out personally,
and to receive the thanks and the smiles
which our representatives receive from
these people. Such a community needs more
than just clothing or food. It needs encouragement and hope to rebuild a community
which is still in such a mess. Sometimes one
thinks that it is almost hopeless, and again
some of them say, 'We'll scarcely get it
built up again and have nice streets, and
gardens and yards, until another war comes
and destroys it all again.'"
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"Wise Men from the East"
Winnie

Crouch

"Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the
king, behold, there came wise men from
the east to Jerusalem, saying where is he
that is born king of the Jews? For we
have seen his star in the east and are come
to worship him" (Matt. 2 : 1 , 2 ) .
HE visit of the Magi to the Christ Child
has always been of interest to us. No
doubt it has at times been glorified by pen
and song, and perhaps many minds have
added some embellishments of their own
imaginations to the simple, plain story
told by Matthew. Tradition says there were
three wise men, although the Scripture
dees not tell us the number. One was old,
one middle-aged, and one was young. This
part of the tradition comes from the lips
of the great traveler, Marco Polo, as he
claims he received such information when
traveling in Persia. These three men are
represented as princes or kings. Through
centuries they have been regarded as kings.
"We three kings of Orient a r e , .
Bearing gifts, we traverse afar
Field and fountain, moor and mountain,
Following yonder star."
I t ' i s believed by many that the relics
of these three men are to be found in a
golden container in the great cathedral at
Cologne, with an aged monk in attendance.
He would tell the interested traveler about
these men and that their names were: Gaspar, Melchior, and Balthazar, and that he
is certain of this because the Venerable
Bede tells about them.
The wise men came from the east, from
beyond the territorial home of the Israelites—perhaps from Persia. They were
looking for a king—"Where is he that is
born king of the Jews?" Did they realize,
as we realize today, that human government will fail, and we must look for One
who can govern in righteousness — the
great common need. No doubt they had
learned of the hope of the Jew—the hope
of the Messiah.
Looking for a king, following the star,
they found a Child. Were they satisfied?
We are slow to learn that true greatness
dwells in childlikeness. The Word says,
"Except . . . ye become as little children."
"Whosoever, therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest
in the kingdom of heaven. And whoso shall
receive one such little one in my name receiveth me."
J. Hastings repeats the following tradition : The Russian peasantry have a curious
tradition. It is that an old woman, the
Baboushka, was at work in her house when
the wise men from the East passed on their
>way to find the Christ Child. "Come with

T

us," they said, "we have seen His star in
the East, and go to worship Him." " I will
come, but not now," she answered; "I have
my house to set in order; when that is
done, I will follow, and find Him." But
when her work was done, the three kings
had passed on their way across the desert,
and the star shone no more in the darkened heavens. She never saw the Christ
Child, but she is living, and searching for
Him still. For His sake, she takes care of
all His children. It is she who in Russian
homes is believed to fill the stockings and
dress the tree on Christmas morn. The
children are awakened with the cry, "Behold the Baboushka," and spring up, hoping to see her before she vanishes out of
the window. She fancies, the tradition
goes, that in each poor little one whom she
warms and feeds, she may find the Christ
Child whom she neglected ages ago; but
she is doomed to eternal disappointment.
—Good Tidings.

Our Gifts to the King
We who have no treasures rare,
We who have no gift to spare,
What gifts shall we bring
For the birthday of our King?
All our service, all our hearts
All the powers He imparts,
All our worship, all <aur love,
Thus our gratitude to prove.
These the gifts that we can bring
For the birthday of our King.
—Selected. .
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in the Sermon on the Mount, as well as in
other passages of the Master. To the men
»of His time, duty to God meant loyalty to
the Law of Moses, and the traditions which
had gathered around it, "vain traditions"
—as Peter called them. Henceforth, duty
to God meant loyalty to the teachings of
the new Rabbi. God has spoken unto the
fathers by the Prophets. He was now
speaking unto them by His Son. Hence
the "but I say unto you" of the Sermon on
the Mount, and the "Hear Him" of the
Transfiguration.
In fact, this relation of loyalty to the
person and message of Jesus is an outstanding feature of the brief biographies
of the peerless life. His words are spoken
to be obeyed. Heaven and earth are less
durable than His speech. Obedience to
His precepts is rock-foundation for life's
building. Destinies in the hereafter are
determined by devotion to His laws.
It is net necessary to collate and set
down here the various proof passages.
They are too numerous for that. But no
careful New Testament reader will rest
content with Ritschl's remark about Jesus,
that He had for men "the religious value
of God." His claims went deeper far than
that God made Jesus, not only the medium
of His last words to the race, but the channel of His redemptive grace. He commanded men to hear Him, was seen in Him,
wrought through Him, and was glorified
by Him. When the supreme loyalty is rendered to Christ we give Him no more than
has been given Him from the first.
The words of the Te Deum are not exaggerated honor paid to Jesus. "Thou art the
King of Glory, 0 Christ. Thou are the everlasting Son of the Father. Thou sittest on
the right hand of God, in the glory of the
Father."—The Christian
(London).

" W h e n Jesus Was Born"

"In Bethlehem of Judaea"

(Continued from page six)

(Continued from page fifteen)

impotent in their assault upon the believer's consciousness of the love of Christ, or
his hope of eternal life in Him.
This freedom into which believers pass
as they accept the Gospel message is assured to them in words whose meaning
may be missed because they are so familiar. "Beloved, now are we the sons of
God." "If children, then heirs; heirs of
God, and joint-heirs with Christ." "Your
life is hid with Christ in God." Whether
we wake, or sleep, all shall live together
with Him." As we ponder these, and similar passages of Scripture, we come to know
that our Lord's work for His people is
more than ransom from sin and deliverance from its power. He is the death of
death, the spoiler of the grave, and the
opener of the Kingdom of Heaven to all
believers.
"When Jesus was born," A New Loyalty
Was Born. That appears very strikingly

Son with such a gesture! But so it is today: the world has no room for Jesus.
7. And Bethlehem speaks to' us yet this
once more. Bethlehem has a personal
message to each of us: "And the angel
said . . . Fear not: for, behold I bring you
good tidings of great joy, which shall be
to all people. For unto you is born this
day in the city of David (Bethlehem) a
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." (Luke
2:10, 11). May we hear the Angel of the
Lord as he brings that message today to
us! For Christ was born for each of us.
This is a message of great joy—good tidings indeed. May we receive Him into
our hearts on this Christmas day as Lord
and Saviour.' Christmas is a happy day,
because it speaks to us of Salvation from
sin and its consequences through faith in
Christ.
Bethlehem has spoken. May we'hear its
message.—Christian Victory.
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"The Power of the Highest"
I. M. Haldeman
F our Lord Jesus Christ were begotten by
a human father, Jesus was born of a
mother stained with the sin of unchastity.
Then He whom we call the Son of God
entered the world with the seal of an unknown father's cowardice stamped upon
him, and he stands before men as an illegitimate son!
Some preachers in the pulpits say it
makes no difference who the father of Jesus was. / affirm it makes a difference as
wide as eternity.
If our Lord Jesus .Christ were begotten
by a natural father (personality comes
from the father, not the mother, Heb. 7:9,
10), He was the seed of man and not the
seed of the woman.
If He were not the
seed of the woman, the promise made at
Eden's gate that such a Seed should bruise
the" serpent's head has never been fulfilled.
If our Lord Jesus Christ were begotten
by a natural father, then the personality
of Jesus was natural—for personality
comes from the father. If he were a natural person, he was not God. If he were
not God, he' had no right to forgive sin.
He had no right to make himself the object of faith and the issue of salvation.
If our Lord Jesus Christ were not begotten by God, he is reduced to the level of
a merely'natural man, and he was not the
Second Person of the Trinity. If Christ
were not the Second Person of the Trinity,
very God of very God, then there is no
Trinity, and the Church is landed in the
front yard of Unitarianism.
If our Lord Jesus Christ were begotten
by a natural father, then his personality
was only natural and finite, and he could
not offer atonement to God for our sins.'
Therefore his death on the cross was not
an atoning sacrifice.
To be an acceptable victim for sacrifice,
to fill the function of a substitute, our
Lord Jesus Christ must be free from the
penalty of sin. To be free from the penalty
of sin He must be sinless, not only in deed,
but in essence and in nature. A sinless
humanity can be produced only from a
sinless father; but, if our Lord Jesus
Christ were begotten by a natural man, He
was begotten by a sinful father, and He
inherited the father's sinful nature. Then
He would have sin in Him, and would be
under its penalty; and being under the penalty of sin, he could neither be a substitute
for sinners nor a sacrifice for sin.
If it could be proven that Jesus had a
natural father (and hence could neither
die as.a substitute nor a sacrifice) it would
be plain that the cross was a bloody, brutal, barbarous, useless and excuseless murder, without the basis of a single principle,
without profit to man. and without glory to
God.

I

If our Lord Jesus Christ were begotten
by a human father, it would be evident,
since God alone can raise the dead, in failing to be the true and actual God, He could
ndt fulfil His cwn promise after laying
down His life that He would take it again;
it would be evident that He could not of
Himself raise Himself from the dead. And,
further, as God the Father is said to have
raised Him, and the Holy Spirit is said to
have raised Him, because He was the Son
of God—if He were not the direct Son of
God, the other Persons of the Trinity
would not have raised Him. So, if He had
a natural father He never was raised from
the dead.
It makes a great difference who was the
father of Jesus.
If God the Father did
not stoop down from heaven, and through
the Holy Spirit take hold on a cell or seed
of the virgin Mary, creating a new and disstinct human nature which the Son of God
took into union with Himself, becoming a
unique being with two natures human and
Divine in one body and with one personality forever, the whole foundation
and
fabric of Christianity as set forth in the
New Testament is completely
overthrown.
The men who deny the virgin birth of
Christ are paying a dear price for their
jaunty endeavor to accomodate the supernaturalism of Christianity to the povertysmitten weakness of their own unbelief,
and the noisy clamor of an unbelieving,
scoffing world.—Christian Victory.

Keep Christ in Christmas
Joseph

Clark

The birthday of cur Lord draws near;
The "day of days" of all the year;
A day of hope and joy and cheer.
Keep Jesus Christ in Christmas!
Let not, old "Santa" crowd Him out,
With whiskers gray and body stout;
He helps the world forget about
The loving Christ at Christmas.
The day is Christ's by right divine,
A day no myth should undermine,
A day when thoughts and deeds sublime
Should keep the Christ in Christmas.
When every message, every gift,
Should in some joyous way uplift
One's every thought, and make them drift
To Bethlehem at Christmas.
Beyond all else this day should be
A day of holiest memory,
When all the world should
joyfully
See Christ, its Lord, in Christmas.
Give other things a minor place,
But tell to man in every race
The story, on this day >oj grace,
Of Christ, his Lord, on Christmas.
—Selected.
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"Set for the Fall and Rising"
(Continued from page five)
is declared to be the One who above all
others tests the heart and reveals its secrets
and its thoughts.
We can see how true this was during the
life of Christ upon earth. There was something in Him and in His truth which awakened latent evil and latent good. The
scribes, the Pharisees, the Sadducees, Herod, Pilate, Caiaphas, Judas, brought before Christ revealed themselves, their anger, hypocrisy, blasphemy, bitterness, enmity to good, their hatre:! and their treason; while others brought before Christ.
had discovered in them the things which
God delights to find: Mary, her gratitude;
the publican, his penitence; the Magdalene,
her love; the centurion, his great faith; the
thief, his penitence, and his hope. So
Christ has ever been revealing, uncovering,
discovering what is in the heart. The same
sun which shines upon the earth today
ripens the good seed, the wheat, and also
the tares. The same sun which scatters the
darkness, dissipates the clouds, also draws
out of the earth its noxious mists and vapors. So Christ acts upon the heart of
men.
In Christ, the one great decisive, searching thing is His remedy for sin, forgiveness
through faith, cleansing through His blood.
How that test at once reveals, searches a
man's heart! When we say that He searches the heart of man, reveals its secret
thoughts, we do not mean that in one man
He discovers only what is unworthy, and
in another only what is worthy, for all
have sinned and come short of the glory
of God; but that in one He discovers a
refusal of God's will and plan, and in the
other a humble and grateful acceptance of
-it; in one, self-righteousness, in the other
the publican's cry—"God be merciful to
me, a sinner."
Let the cross be plunged down today
into your heart, what is the reaction to it?
Men speak of salvation by character. Yes,
if by that you mean the Gospel standards
of character, the Gospel's method of ascertaining the true character of a man's heart,
for the supreme test of character is the offer of Christ crucified. The acceptance or
the rejection of Christ shows the moral
drift of a man's nature and nothing that he
can say or do, good or bad, is of the least
significance as compared with that acceptance or that rejection.
When Sir Walter Raleigh was led to the
block his executioner asked him if his head
lay right. Raleigh answered, "It matters
little, my friend, how the head lies, provided the heart is right." Here in the presence of God, here before Him through
whom are revealed the secrets of all hearts,
here before the Cross of mercy and of love,
what does your heart speak, how does your
heart lie?—The Expositor.
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"Glory to God"
Ernest A. Eggers

M

AY FOSTER. R. N., sat in the reading

• room of the nurses' home connected
with Bellevue Hospital, New York City,
reading a book on the practice of medicine.
All her spare time she devoted to the study
of books relating to ailments, their cure,
and kindred subjects. She carried a notebook wherever she went and made good
use of it. During her hours on duty she
was very considerate of her patients. At
the same time, most attentively she took
notice of the work and doings of the hospital staff and visiting doctors. For she
was eager to acquire all possible knowledge concerning the promotion of health
and the extension of life.
Ten years ago, Miss Foster graduated
from a small-town hospital and two years
later she took up missionary work among
the outcastes of India. There her hospital
training proved of inestimable value, for
in the eyes of the untouchables, among
whom she labored, she was a wonderworker. Minor ills she cured readily,
while those afflicted with obstinate and severe maladies, she always made more comfortable.
She sympathized with the needy, the sufferers and the bereaved. Yet she never
- ceased"'to radiate hope and cheer. To the
all-wise God she referred as her Heavenly
Father that had sent her among them to
help them, and to make known to them
that, nothwithstanding their despised condition and unworthiness, God "will have
all men to be saved, and to come unto the
knowledge of the truth. For there is one
God, and one Mediator between God and
men, the Man Christ Jesus; who gave Himself a ransom for all" (I Tim. 2:4-6).
She arrived in the homeland, on furlough, less than a month ago, and without
delay she applied to the above mentioned
medical center for post-graduate work and
was accepted. She was actuated by a
burning desire to qualify for the management of a well-equipped, up-to-date hospital in India; for she had visualized herself in charge of a hospital, a real uplift
place, where not only the physically sick
and disabled were treated, but special consideration and assistance would be given
to the lost, straying, and sin-sick. There
the Great Physician, the Designer, Creator,
and Saviour of mankind was to be exalted
and to be praised continuously.
At the approach of three pupil-nurses
Miss Foster closed the book she had been
reading, and smiled a greeting to the newcomers. One of them said: "We are all
tired, but happy, for we have been especially busy to-day with the delightful task of
decorating the wards for Christmas." Then
one of the other student nurses spoke up

and said: "Be sure to visit Ward H on
the 5th floor. It is a large children's ward.
We have on display three large Christmas
trees, gorgeously decorated and just covered with many differently colored electric
lights; also, a miniature town of Bethlehem with all its attractions, including the
place where the Saviour was born, the inn
that could not accommodate the Lord of
Glory, and many other larger and smaller
flat-roofed houses; also, wise men, shepherds, soldiers, women and children in
native costumes, and all manner of animals, and ancient household utensils." " I
certainly will visit your ward at my earliest
opportunity, if you will be good enough
to tell me what you know about your little
patients," replied Miss Foster, and the
young nurse assured her that she would be
pleased to do so.
The third one of the undergraduate
nurses remarked that she was lonely and
felt out of place, away from home and her
family circle on Christmas Eve. And then
Miss Foster urged the young women
around her to make themselves comfortable, adding, " I am going to relate an unusual experience—a Christmas night occurrence of exactly eleven years ago, full
of heartache, love, and thanksgiving, that
drew me closer to God and my Saviour,
and largely molded my life and my aspirations.
"I was on night duty in a surgical ward,
and at eight P . M. I began my tour of
duty. The day nurse was glad to see me,
for she was eager to get away. She pointed to the night order book, and said it
contained full instructions. 'Any new patients?' I inquired, and she said, 'Yes, one,
in bed number twelve.' adding that the
young woman visitor seated beside him
had a special pass, and with a 'Goodnight,' the door to the ward closed behind
her. To my surprise the doctor's order
book made no mention concerning the
newcomer. Solicitously I then asked the
new patient about himself and his ailment.
His reply was evasive. He said that he
was very weak and tired, that he did not
want to be disturbed, and that by morning he would be all right again.
"I turned away. But the young woman
visitor called, 'Nurse! Nurse!,' laid a trembling hand upon my shoulders, and imploringly begged me to be kind and attentive to the young man. 'We love each other dearly- and would have been married
but for his sickness. Please nurse, help
us, and make our marriage possible at an
early date.' I then asked her the cause of
his unnatural weakness, and she replied:
'Excessive mental and physical strain.' Before she made her departure she turned to
me and again besought me to take good
care of him.
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"At midnight his temperature proved to
be subnormal, which is always a bad sign.
Hastily, I notified the house surgeon. He
ordered heart stimulants and application
of external heat—all to no avail, for at
three A. M. he had passed on. I was very
much affected by the young man's death,
and the question arose in my mind whether
I had done all within my power. And then
I thought about the young woman visitor
and I felt overwhelming and crushing grief
on her account. Soon thereafter, I came
to know the actual cause of death and
realized that in this instance death was a
blessing, a providential intervention, that
saved a young woman from marital relation to a blood-tainted and disease-cursed
wreck of a man. For, unbeknown to her,
she had escaped the poison that is more distressing in its action upon human beings,
than the poison of snakes.
"The trouble was hereditary, and the
young man may have been ignorant concerning the nature of his sickness. It was
the affliction that passes from father unto
the children unto the third and fourth
generation. It is a social scourge, the cause
of the greatest martyrdom in the world's
history. It makes invalids for life of
countless young men and women, and is
more prevalent than generally believed and
reluctantly named by everyone. I recognized that the Christmas Eve hospital visitor
ought to be thankful and that in all probability on hearing of his disease, she would
consider herself a much wronged person
and suffer distressing agony.
"And then I heard a voice accusing me,
saying: 'You! You failed to give thanks!
You rebelled against God and refused to
be comforted when I intervened in your
behalf, and saved you from being yoked to
an unscrupulous, self-willed liar and unbeliever.' I sank on my knees behind a
screen and prayed, and bitter tears I shed
that night. But it brought peace and neverbefore-experienced joy and contentment.
From the depth of my heart I gave thanks
to God from whom all blessing flow.
"I had been very intimately attached to
a certain young man and pledged to marry
him. My parents strenuously objected,
saying, 'He is not worthy.' but I was determined to have my own way. Then one
day it became known that my fiance had
died while driving an automobile under
the influence of liquor, from a dance party
he had attended in a distant city, where
he had gone on business. I was distracted
and said mean and harsh things against
God and my parents, but now all has been
forgiven. It happened on my knees behind
a screen in a hospital ward, on Christmas
night. Scales fell from my eyes. I came
to see, to know and to understand that God
is a just and loving GoL and that He
doeth all things well. Unreservedly. I
have committed myself into His care and
keeping, and richly He has blessed me, and
made me a blessing."—Gospel Herald'.

December 16, 1946

EVANGELICAL

VISITOR

"In Bethlehem of Judaea"
UT THOU, BETHLEHEM Ephratah, though
thou be litt'e among the thousands of
Judah, yet out of thee shall He come forth
unto Me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose
goings forth have been from old, from
everlasting." (Micah 5:2.)
If the birth places of the great are the
hallowed cities of the earth, Bethlehem is
the premier of them all—for there Christ
was born. It is one of the oldest cities
of Palestine, having a recorded history of
4,000 years. Situated six miles south of
Jerusalem, it is located in what the Bible
calls "the hill country."
One of the first surprises about Bethlehem is the fact that it is spoken of so often
in the Bible—about forty times. Many
important historical events of the Bible are
connected with Bethlehem. Jacob's wife
Rachel died and was buried near Bethlehem. (Gen. 35:19.) Elimelech, father-inlaw of Ruth, was a Bethlehemite; so, when
Naomi and Ruth returned to Palestine after their fruitless sojourn in the country of
Moab, they returned to Bethlehem. And
in and near Bethlehem the main narrative
of the book of Ruth took place. Boaz.
who married Ruth, was of Bethlehem.
From the romance told in Ruth s'prung the
ancestry of King David: for Obed. child
of Ruth, later became the father of Jesse,
who in turn became the father of David.
So David was a Bethlehemite! It was at
Bethlehem that the prophet Samuel anointed David to be king (I Sam. 16:12.) During the adventures of David, his three
mighty men broke through the Philistine
defence and secured for David a drink
from the well near the gate of Bethlehem.
This is given as one of the most valorous
deeds of David's mighty men.
But all of these historical associations of
Bethlehem fade, into insignificance in view
of this: Our Lord was born there. Jesus
has made Bethlehem a household word.
Children learn it in their Christmas pieces;
parents sing of it in their Christmas songs.
Through all ages it will be honored as the
birth place of the King, as the sacred spot
where God chose to come down to earth
and become the Saviour of mankind.
Bethlehem teaches us a host of lessons.
Let us, at this Christmas season, learn from
her.
1. Bethlehem was first called "Ephrath"
or "Ephratah"
which means
"fruitful"
Bethlehem means "House of Bread." As
such, the Person and work of our Lord are
personified. He is the true House of Bread,
the Bread that came down from Heaven.
(John 6:32-58.)
He is the Bread that
gives eternal life; He feeds and satisfies
the soul. The world- white, red, black,
yellow peoples from all nations—must
come to "Bethlehem" if it wants that miracle Bread of God. Without Christ the
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soul starves and shrivels and dies. We
hail thee, oh Bethlehem, as the town that
gave us the greatest Gift ever given to mankind! Life!
And "fruitful," too, for from that little
town has come the Vine from which all
true fruit comes. Our Lord said, "I am
the true Vine." (John 15). He is the Head
of the new creation; what Adam lost for
the human race, through the Fall, Christ
restores by His death on the cross. Fruitful ! For through Him Heaven will be populated; fruitful! For through Him righteousness, peace and plenty again come
back to the human race.
2. Bethlehem gave the world its Ruler
and its God. "Out of thee shall He come
forth . . . who is to be Ruler in Israel:
whose goings forth have been from old,
from. everlasting." (Micah 5 : 2 ) . David
was anointed years before he reigned. Saul
was on the throne, after David's anointing,
while David was rejected. So our Lord
was born a king; but up until this present
moment a Usurper is on the throne of the
world. But our Lord has been anointed
by the Holy Spirit for His great work, and
He is yet to be Ruler in Israel,, and as
such. King over the whole world. We
wait with Him the time when, at His
second advent, He shall sit on His rightful
throne. The angel promised Mary, at the
annunciation, "Thou shalt . . . bring forth
a Son, and shalt call His Name Jesus . . .
and the Lord God shall give unto Him the
throne of His father David." (See Lu. 1:
31-33). The second coming of Christ is
imperative, for He must sit upon a throne.
Oh Bethlehem, thou hast given us the
world's greatest king.
Greatest, because
He is God! For nothing less than the fact
of His Deity satisfies the meaning of those
words—"whose goings forth have been
from of old, from everlasting." The Eternal Word, who was ever in the bosom of
the Father, chose this little village as the
terminal of His journey from Heaven to
earth.
3. Bethlehem, thou dost also teach us
the glory of simplicity and the grandeur of
consecrated little things! "But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little
among the thousands of Judah . . ." And
this is in keeping with the entire setting
of His first advent. He came to Bethlehem, not Rome. He was born in a manger,
not a palace. Shepherds were His early
visitors, not regal blue-bloods. Midst the
lowing of cattle, and cradled in a stable,
our Lord came. And this gives the realism
of God to that which man could not and
would not invent. Had man planned the
advent of God to our world, he would have
drafted earth's finest, and set the stage with
the chief glory of this world. But not God.
He came lowly that He might not frighten
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many by His grandeur, nor repel him with
His infinite superiority—for, we must remember, He came to woo and win and save
•man! He came not to display Himself, but
to redeem mankind. He came as a babe to
dispel all distrust, and to prove the benevolence of His coming. This one fact that
the Son cf God was born in insignificant
Bethlehem, at once indelibly stamps the
narrative as Divine Truth.
4. Bethlehem is the silent witness to the
absolute correctness of the liberal interpretation of Scripture.
The Bible means
what it says, and it means what it appears
lo say. That is, we need not look for some
hidden, occult interpretation of the plain
prophecies of the Bible. In John 7:43 we
read, "Hath not the Scripture said, That
Christ cometh of the seed of David, and
out of the town of Bethlehem, where David
w a s ? " Yes, Scripture in the Old Testament did say that (Micah 5:2) and the fulfillment was literal. So we may expect a
literal fulfillment of all the prophecies
that tell Us of His second coming. The miracle of the Bible is. Its prophecies never
fail! Seven hundred years before His birth
the Word said the Mes-iah should be born
in Bethlehem; and when the fulness of
time came He was born in Bethlehem. Let
us give heed to the Words of God.
5. Bethlehem speaks again! God's Grace
shines through Bethlehem; but satan's
wrath is also poured out upon the city. For
shortly after the birth of our Lord Herod's
jealous wrath waxed hot and he sent forth
his soldiers to slay the innocent babies,
hoping by this foul means to put the Babe
Jesus to death. Christ came to bless; His
enemies stir up trouble and use His Presence as an occasion to work evil. Religious
wars are always the work of some "Herod"
who slays the innocent because of his
hatred of Christ. The devil is at work in
the world as well as God. While the Son
of God came with His message of "peace
on earth, good will to men" the nations of
the world to-day, prompted by modern
Herods, are preparing for war. and fighting one another. But God protected the
Babe—and punished Herod, for he died
a fearful death.
6. Again Bethlehem speaks, and this
time it tells us of a busy, pulsating world,
too 'Occupied with the affairs of life to receive Christ with honor. "And she brought
forth her first-born Son, and wrapped Him
in swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a
manger; because there was no room for
them in the inn." (Luke 2 : 7 ) . No room
for the Lord of Glory? No room for the
Saviour of the world? N o ; no room forHim. Too busy with the playthings of
time; too busy making money; too busy
seeking pleasure. Wise men came to worship—but busy little Bethlehem shoved
Him out into a manger. What gross folly!
What an affront to God—to receive His
(Continued on page twelve)
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"A Multitude - - Praising God"
My Shepherd
Ina Louise

Joy

0 Shepherd, dear Shepherd
On yonder lonely hill,
In vigil so silent at night;
Angels are coming, tidings to bring,
Look up and beheld the great light.
0 Shepherd, dear Shepherd,
Such honor is thine;
Thou art blessed indeed among men;
As to thee the heavenly chorus is coming
To sing such a glorious
refrain.
0 Shepherd, dear Shepherd,
Though humble and poor,
For thee on that lonely hillside
Gates of pearl open, angels descend,
And to thee their sweet secrets confide.
All men might well covet.
A place such as thine;
Such vision their eyes to behold.
Joy so transcendent, love so divine,
Has ne'er to this old world been told.
And yet, 0 dear Shepherd,
Thou canst not compare
Such privilege and honor as thine
As the joy unspeakable, precious and
rare
That now fills this poor heart of mine.
0 Shepherd, my Shepherd,
The theme of that song,
The power and glory art Thine;
Thy temple
on earth,
chosen and
blessed—
Is a heart as unworthy as mine.
—Selected.

The Saviour is Come
Samuel M. Zwemer
I cannot tell why He whom angels worship
Should set His love upon the sons of
men,
Or why as Shepherd He should seek the
wanderers
And bring them back, I know not how
or when.
But this I know, that He was born of Mary,
When Bethlehem s stable was His only
home,
And that at Nazareth He lived and labored,
And so the Saviour, Saviour of the
ivorld is come.
I cannot tell how patiently He suffered
When with His peace He graced this
place of tears,

Or how upon the cross His heart was
broken,
The crown of pain to three and thirty
years,
But this I know, He heals the brokenhearted,
And stays their sin and calms their lurking fear,
And lifts the burden from the heavy laden,
And so the Saviour, Saviour of the
world is here. '
/ cannot tell how He will win the nations,
How He will claim His earthly heritage,
And satisfy the needs and aspirations
Of East and West, of sinner and of sage,
But this I know, all flesh shall see His
glory,
And He will reap the harvest He has
sown.
And some glad day, His name will shine
with splendor,
When He, the Saviour, Saviour of the
world is known.
—King's Business.
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Prince of Peace
"What

means that star," the Shepherds
said,
"That brightens
through
the
rocky
glen?"
And angels, answering overhead,
• Sang, "Peace on earth, good will to
men!"
'Tis eighteen hundred years and more
Since those sweet oracles were dumb;
We wait for Him, like them of yore;
Alas, He seems so slow to- come!
But it was said, in words of gold
No time or sorrow e'er shall dim,
That little children might be bold
In perfect trust to come to Him.
All round
A light
If we our
To that

about our feet shall shine
like that the wise men saw,
loving wills incline
sweet Life which is the Law.

So shall we learn to understand
The simple faith of shepherds then,
And, clasping kindly hand in hand,
Sing. "Peace on earth, good-will
to
men!"
And they who do their souls no wrong,
But keep at eve the faith of morn,
Shall daily hear the angel-song,
"Today the Prince of Peace is born!"
—Selected.

Christmas Eve
Edgar A. Guest
Luke 2:7. "And

laid him in a manger."

Into the crowded inn they came,
Mary and Joseph of Nazareth,
And nobody noticed a star's bright flame
Or the first glad cry ion a baby's breath;
But strangely the morning dawned to bring
Shepherds who asked for the new-born
King.
The shepherds asked for the new-born
King.
"He sleeps in a stable near," said they.
"We have heard the angels of Heaven sing
And that star above us has led the way!"
They talked with Joseph, and Mary smiled
As the shepherds gazed at her lovely child.
The men and the women who filled the inn
No heed to the star or the
shepherds
paid;
Their hearts had no room to let Jesus in,
For their kings wore purple and gold
brocade—
And they never knew in their smug conceit
How close they had been to the Master s
feet.
—Selected.

What Makes Christmas
Annie Johnson

Flint

It was not the angel's singing
Gave the Christmas
thought,
Not the precious gold ani incense
By the Wise Men brought;
Not the shining star that led them
On their unknown way:
'Twas the Christ within the manger
Made our Christmas Day.
So 'tis not the tree and presents
Make our Christmas Day,
'Tis not what we get that counts,
But—what we give away.
'Tis the joy -of loving service
Makes the glad hours bright,
Thinking first of others' pleasures,
Self put out of sight.
We need never mourn that Christmas
Comes but once a year
Since the blessedness of giving
Brings the Christmas cheer.
If we keep the Christmas spirit
In our hearts alway,
Through the whole year tve can make it
Christmas every day.
—Christian Business Men's League Bulletin.

